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Smallbridge, Hurstead and Belfield Pride in Place - Community Grants 
Guidance Notes 

The Rochdale Communities Fund is a mutual fund to invest in and strengthen Rochdale Borough’s VCFSE sector. It funds groups and projects which directly benefit local people and communities, delivered by VCFSE organisations with roots in the borough. 

The Rochdale Communities Fund can support groups to try out a new project or sustain one that already exists. Action Together provides members with development support, training and other infrastructure alongside grant funding. 

To benefit the residents of Smallbridge, Hurstead and Belfield, the Pride in Place board have allocated funding to set up the Smallbridge, Hurstead and Belfield Pride in Place Community Grants programme.  Grants of up to £1,000 and £5,000 will be available to fund projects that increase community pride, support local activities and events, strengthen relationships between people and organisations, and inspire volunteering and civic participation.

The priorities for grant investment 
Your project must fall within one or more of the following priorities:
· Increase community pride and local ownership
Encourage residents to take an active role in improving and celebrating their local area. 

· Support community-led activities and events
Enable local people to come together through activities and events that benefit the community.

· Build stronger relationships between residents, organisations, and local stakeholders
Create opportunities for people of different ages and backgrounds to come together, helping to strengthen community cohesion and reduce isolation.

· Encourage volunteering and civic participation.
Create opportunities for people to get involved, support others, and make a positive contribution to their community.

Examples of projects that could be funded
· Public art and heritage projects.
· Community events and celebrations.
· Gardening and greening schemes.
· Activities designed to reduce social isolation and/or improve mental health.
· Youth engagement projects.
These examples are intended as a guide only and are not exhaustive. We welcome applications for other projects and activities that clearly demonstrate how they will contribute to the programme's priorities.


Grant amount: Grants of up to either £1,000 or £5,000 are available
Deadline: This is a rolling grant programme and will close on 1st February 2027. However, the fund may close earlier if all available funding is allocated before this date.
What we can fund:
· Equipment, project resources and running costs
· Staff time and staff and volunteer expenses 
Please note that groups should not purchase any resources, equipment, or other items included in their grant application before receiving confirmation of the funding decision. Action Together is unable to reimburse or fund items that have already been purchased prior to the grant outcome being communicated. Any expenditure incurred before a formal grant award is made will be ineligible for funding.

Who is the funding for:
· you are a voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise (VCFSE) group locally rooted or actively working in Smallbridge, Hurstead and Belfield; and
· you have income of less than £25,000 if applying for up to £1,000, or an income of less than £1million if applying for up to £5,000 (this includes income generated through grants and donations)
· you are a member of Action Together CIO (you can register for free to become a member here)
· you are formally constituted.
Decision making process: 
Grant decisions will be made by our Community Panel alongside a representative from the Smallbridge, Hurstead and Belfield Pride in Place board. Decisions will be made on a rolling basis at Community Panel meetings occurring once every 8 weeks, unless you are asked for further information or to redevelop aspects of your proposal. 
All applications must be sent to rochdalecommunitiesfund@actiontogether.org.uk and you will receive the decision via email.

Due diligence checks
If your application is successful, you will be required to provide supporting documentation before any grant funding can be released. These checks help ensure that funds are paid to the correct organisation and that appropriate policies and procedures are in place.
Successful applicants will be asked to provide:
· A copy of a recent bank statement or a bank letter confirming the account details into which the grant funds will be paid.
· A copy of your governing document (for example, your constitution, articles of association, or charity governing document).
· A copy of your safeguarding policy. 
· A copy of your health & safety policy.
· A copy of your current insurance certificate or insurance details.
Please note that all required documents must be received and approved before any grant payment can be made.
Please note:
· We will only accept applications from organisations who have completed monitoring for any previous funds received from Action Together.  If you have any queries about monitoring please email rochdalecommunitiesfund@actiontogether.org.uk
· Action Together is an accredited Living Wage Funder. This means we encourage organisations that employ staff to become an accredited Living Wage Employer.
Monitoring:
At the end of your project, we will ask you to fill out a monitoring form to tell us:
· The story of your project
· How many people benefitted
· Any other plans you have for your community following the project
· Photos, feedback sheets, promotional materials or anything else relevant to the project. 

Completing the application form
· Please ensure that ALL boxes on the application form are completed. 
· When completing your budget, please clearly evidence how you have arrived at your costings and use exact figures. 
· Please ensure the main contact and second contact on the application form are not related/residing at the same address.
· Please ensure you include information in your application about how you will measure the impact and success of your project. 
· If you have any queries about the application form or application process, please contact rochdalecommunitiesfund@actiontogether.org.uk 
· Please note, we can only accept one application per organisation.
The use of AI within your application
We recognise that AI can be a valuable tool in various aspects of project development, such as brainstorming or editing responses. However, we strongly discourage its use for the drafting of answers within funding applications, as it can compromise the integrity of the application process.
It is often clear when an organisation uses AI to draft their application as we notice similar or identical language and content within numerous funding applications. Strong applications help us understand your organisation and your community, but when they are drafted by AI the generic language which is used makes it hard to understand what your organisation is planning to do and why. 
AI written responses often claim to have taken certain steps to develop their project idea, such as a needs assessment, focus groups or consultation with users. Unless the group includes statistics and quotes in their bid, it raises doubt about whether these steps have actually happened. This can affect the decision-making process and an outcome of an application as the authenticity of the application can be called into question.
Where there is doubt about if your application has been drafted by AI, we will ask for some additional information to support your application.

Please note that we aim to make our Rochdale Communities Fund as effective, efficient and equitable as possible. As such our processes are under constant review to keep up with best practice and we will communicate any changes to our processes clearly within guidance documents for our funding opportunities
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