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Best Start for Life Community Funding
Round 6 2026
Grant Guidance Notes
Background 
Tameside Family Hubs act as a ‘one stop shop’ offering early support to families and young people to help overcome difficulties and build strong relationships.
As well as being open in buildings in each of Tameside’s four neighbourhood areas, with facilities also available at other community venues, they also include virtual offers. They are for families with children of all ages, from 0 to 19 or up to 25 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), with a great Start for Life offer at their core.
By bringing existing family-help services together, they improve access and connections with support including help with infant feeding and perinatal mental health, as well as making it easier to access wider services such as smoking cessation and job advice.
Since 2023, £217,971.90 has been distributed to Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) organisations and groups to develop, grow and sustain perinatal mental health support and services across the VCFSE sector.  New and existing VCFSE groups were invited to expand their wellbeing offer and connect into the growing Family Hub model, to complement core services and developing a strong network of support across neighbourhoods. 
Best Start for Life Network

The Best Start for Life Network is a multi-agency workforce of practitioners, including VCFSE providers, who collaborate around perinatal mental health support. This includes information sharing, joint training, identifying development and support needs, and strengthening relationships across the system. The network has played a key role in shaping and developing the community grant programme, ensuring that local needs and gaps were identified and addressed through this work.  
Aims of the Fund 
The Best Start for Life Community Fund aims to empower VCFSE groups to offer or grow their mental health support and services for families in pregnancy, and the first two years of a child’s life, to complement the core services and ensure a strong network of support across the neighbourhoods.
Funding Priorities
The fund aims to build the capacity of the VCFSE sector to support parents with 0–2-year-olds facing challenges relating to the experiences and relationships with their developing baby, including:
· Reducing stigma around perinatal mental health
· Reaching and empowering diverse communities with respect to culture, disability, gender and family structure
· Inclusion of dads and co-parents 
· Increasing access through digital offers
· Promote healthy parent-infant relationships, improve the emotional well-being of children and contribute to improved school readiness
· Build relationships with families to enable early identification of mental health issues and support accessibility to services
· The grant may enable existing organisations to fill a gap such as expanding times or accessibility or reaching out to a wider range of care givers including foster carers, fathers and co-parents.
Grant Amounts:  
There are 3 types of grants available: 
Micro-grants - up to £1000
Available for new and emerging ideas and community led approaches to be tested and grown. 
Small grants - up to £11,000
Available for VCFSE organisations to develop their project ideas over 12 months. 
Medium grants- up to £33,000 over 3 years
Established VCFSE organisations that are actively involved in the Best Start for Life network, can apply for up to £33,000 to be used over the 3-years.  This will create the conditions for more sustained activity, enabling organisations to plan with confidence, increase engagement in the Best Start for Life network, and create more opportunities for multi-agency and cross sector workforce development. 
Funding for medium grants will be allocated in three phases; 

Year 1 September 2026 – 31 August 2027 (12 months): £11,000
Year 2 September 2027 – 31 August 2028 (12 months): £11,000*
Year 3 September 2028 – 31 August 2029 (12 months): £11,000*
*Payments for years 2 and 3 will be subject to two conditions.
1. Action Together receiving central funding to the level anticipated.
2. Acceptance by Action Together of successful delivery outcomes provided by the grantee for the previous year.

Key Dates 
· Applications open on 8 July 2026
· Applications will close on 5 August 2026 (noon)
· All grants must be awarded by 30 September 2026.

Who is the funding for:
· You are a voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise (VCFSE) group locally rooted or
actively working in the borough of Tameside; and
· are a member of Action Together CIO (you can register for free to become a member here); and
· are formally constituted; and
· have relevant insurance liability cover; and
· have up to date safeguarding policies; and 
· have at least three people on your board or committee who are not related; and have a bank account in your organisation’s name requiring at least two unrelated signatories
· Have an annual income of less than £500,000, 
· Are an active member of Tameside’s Best Start for Life network (for medium grant applicants)
· Have an interest in joining Tameside’s Best Start for Life network (micro and small grant applicants). 
Previous and current recipients of Best Start for Life grant funding are eligible to re-apply. 

Who is the funding not for:

Applications will not be accepted from organisations that:
· Are trading for profit, are statutory services or are intending to redistribute grant awards.
· Are aimed at increasing the membership of a particular Political party.
· Are aimed at the promotion of one/a religious belief or for activities with any religious affiliation.
· Are not registered with either Companies House or The Charities Commission or are not evidently working towards this*. This is only applicable to applications requesting over £5,000.
*We can help new groups to register via our Community Development Team

What the funding can be spent on: 
The costs of funded activity on a full cost recovery basis including:
· Equipment
· One-off events
· Staff costs
· Training costs
· Organisation running costs
· Transport
· Volunteer expenses.


What the funding CANNOT be spent on:   
· Contingency costs, loans, endowments or interest
· Paying a bid writer
· Profit making or fundraising activities
· VAT that can be reclaimed
· Statutory activities
· Projects that have already started – retrospective costs.
Monitoring 
Each project will be required to provide an interim and end of project report.
· Micro and Small Grants 
All spend and projects completed by August 2027
· Medium Grant holders are required to submit an interim Year 1 report by August 2027. An interim Year 2 report must be submitted by August 2028, followed by a final end-of-project report by August 2029. Each report must include a report outlining spend to date on the funded project.
Reports will also include:
· The story and impact of your project
· How many people benefitted
· Challenges and learning from working within a partnership
· Any other plans you have for your community following the project
· Photos, feedback sheets, promotional materials or anything else relevant to the project.

Grant Values and Expectations:
Each application will be assessed on its own merits, but preference will be given to those applications that demonstrate the following features:
· Your proposal should show connections with diverse communities.
· The proposal should demonstrate strengthening sustainable peer support in the communities.
· Evidence of need for the proposed projects i.e. what information do you have that shows your proposal is wanted by the proposed beneficiaries.
· How the project will reach people, as well as what experience you have that shows you can deliver.
· Willing to join Best Start for Life network (micro and small grant holders)
· Existing and active members of the Best Start for Life network (medium grant holders).
· Have connections to the Family Hubs developments and demonstrate how you will improve this if awarded a grant.

Community Led Wellbeing Principles
The Community-led Wellbeing principles have been co-designed with Tameside’s VCFSE sector and describe the behaviours, hopes and values that are intrinsic to community led prevention. All groups applying for Best Start for Life Round 6 must meet the following principles:
1. We work with people one life at a time – on their terms, at their pace for as long as they need us.
2. People trust in us, to work alongside them consistently with compassion, and without judgement. We don’t give up on people. 
3. We are safe open spaces where everyone can feel connected and feel they belong.
4. We are peers and facilitators within communities who can spot the signs of what is really going on with others and encourage them to make informed choices.
5. We are the trusted voice within communities and the link to everything else, advocating for the most vulnerable and those in crisis.
6. We offer positivity and hope - opportunities for people to gain a sense of purpose and grow their skills, confidence, and resilience.
7. We are our communities. We grew out of our communities; we are committed to being here for the long term.
[bookmark: _Hlk137973139]
Decision making process: 
Decisions will be made by a panel with representation from the Best Start for Life Network, which includes the Strategic Commissioning Lead, Home-Start HOST, NHS Greater Manchester, Tameside & Glossop Parent Infant Mental Health Service and Action Together.
You will be contacted within 7 working days after decisions are made unless you are asked for further information or to redevelop aspects of your proposal. 
All applications must be sent to funding@actiontogether.org.uk and you will receive the decision via email.
Please note:
· We will only accept applications from organisations who have completed all previous monitoring requirements for any previous funds received from Action Together.  If you have any queries about monitoring, please email jayne.gibson@actiontogether.org.uk
· Action Together is an accredited Living Wage Funder. This means we encourage organisations that employ staff to become an accredited Living Wage Employer.
 
Completing the application form
· Please ensure that ALL boxes on the application form are completed. 
· When completing your budget, clearly evidence how you have arrived at your costings and use exact figures. 
· Please ensure you include information in your application about how you will measure the impact and success of your project. 
· If you have any queries about the application form or application process, please contact Jayne Gibson on jayne.gibson@actiontogether.org.uk  or 0161 339 2345 ext 3705. 

Along with your completed application form you will need to submit the following documents:
· Governing document (e.g. Constitution, Memorandum of Articles of Association)
· Recent community bank account in organisation’s name with at least two unrelated signatories
· Public Liability Insurance and employers liability insurance (if applicable)
· Safeguarding Policy
· Project Risk Assessment/s.

Ongoing support: 
Our Development Workers are aware of what is happening in their areas and can support groups they work with throughout every stage of an application. 
Open process: 
We encourage questions from applicants at any stage of the grants process and are always on hand to discuss any queries and try to be as open and flexible as possible
· Jonathan King 
Jonathan.king@actiontogether.org.uk 
· Dawn Acton 
dawn.acton@actiontogether.org.uk 
· Saman Nisar
saman.nisar@actiontogether.org.uk

The use of AI within your application

We recognise that AI can be a valuable tool in various aspects of project development, such as brainstorming or editing responses. However, we strongly discourage its use for the drafting of answers within funding applications, as it can compromise the integrity of the application process.
It is often clear when an organisation uses AI to draft their application as we notice similar or identical language and content within numerous funding applications. Strong applications help us understand your organisation and your community, but when they are drafted by AI the generic language which is used makes it hard to understand what your organisation is planning to do and why. 
AI written responses often claim to have taken certain steps to develop their project idea, such as a needs assessment, focus groups or consultation with users. Unless the group includes statistics and quotes in their bid, it raises doubt about whether these steps have actually happened. This can affect the decision-making process and an outcome of an application as the authenticity of the application can be called into question.
Where there is doubt about if your application has been drafted by AI, we will ask for some additional information to support your application.
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