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Rochdale Communities Fund – Live Well Fund: Centres, Spaces and Offers Grants


Guidance Notes
Thanks to funding from the GM Live Well Implementation Fund, Action Together are offering Live Well: Centres, Spaces and Offers grants to local Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) organisations in the Rochdale borough.
GM Live Well is a Greater Manchester strategy focused on ‘ensuring great everyday support is available for everybody in every neighbourhood.’ The strategy aims to strengthen and better connect support offers that focus on prevention and addressing root causes, reduce inequalities, and ensure that every neighbourhood has high-quality offers shaped by what communities need and want. 
Grant amount: Grants of up to £30,000 are available.
Closing date: Wednesday 25 February, 12 noon.
*There is no stipulation on when money needs to be spent by, but we will be collecting our final monitoring April 2027.

Your project must fit in one of the 3 priorities below:
1. Live Well Offers: Live Well Offers are available wherever people live, work and connect in centres, community spaces, neighbourhoods, homes, workplaces and online.
Key features: 
· A consistent offer that is locally bespoke
· Strengths-based, person-centred practice
· A no wrong door approach
2. Live Well Centres: Live Well Centres are welcoming spaces where people can get everyday support without stigma, judgement or long waits.
Key features: 
· An open door to trusted connected support
· Welcoming, inclusive accessible support
· Led by people, rooted in community power


3. Live Well Spaces: Live Well Spaces are at the heart of everyday community life — informal and welcoming places where people come to connect, belong and get involved.
Key features:
· Trusted places to connect, belong and get support
· Trusted support for specific groups and experiences
· Community power in action
You will need to explain how your organisation meets the key features of the priority you select.
*You MUST read the Live Well Hallmarks Document which describes the hallmarks for each of the above in more detail, prior to applying for this grant.
This funding can be used to:
· Strengthen the way in which you meet the Live Well Hallmarks (read more about the hallmarks here)
· Enable your organisation to grow community power, wealth and action in your community  
· Invest into the core of your organisation to enable you to grow, innovate or better meet the needs of your community 
At the second Rochdale Live Well Summit, attendees co-designed the approach to allocating these grants. The agreed process is as follows:
Funding has been allocated to each neighbourhood within Rochdale: Rochdale North, Rochdale South, Heywood, Middleton and Pennines. Funding will be allocated based on population, deprivation and need in each neighbourhood to ensure an equitable spread across the Borough. For Boroughwide orgs, you will be asked to identify which neighbourhood your project will primarily impact in your Expression of Interest.
Who is the funding for:
· you are a voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise (VCFSE) group locally rooted or actively working in the borough of Rochdale; and
· you are a member of Action Together CIO (you can register for free to become a member here)
· you are formally constituted.


Action Together members can apply for our funding if you have already received funding through the Rochdale Communities Fund as long as:
· The applications are for different projects, OR you can show the project needs to continue
· You have submitted all monitoring for previous projects
· You are in contact with your Community Development Worker
· You have not already received a grant from the categories above the one you are applying for (i.e. a small grant and you’re applying for a micro grant.)
Application process: Stage 1
Complete the Expression of Interest form
· Submit a short Expression of Interest and an indicative budget by 12pm on 25th February 2026. 
· EOI’s will then be sent to our community panel for scoring, followed by a live panel session to decide who has made it through to the next stage.
· Applicants will be notified of the outcome by Friday 6 March 2026. 
Successful applicants will be offered a 1:1 visit around your project, to bring to life the difference you want to make and support you to further develop your proposed project. 
EOI form: Responses to this Expression of Interest form can be written form, video or voice note. If submitting via video or voice note, you will need to send this to our funding WhatsApp number, 07362 474200. 
The video /voice note should be no longer 8 minutes. If you choose this option, please take care to include the same level of description that would be expected in a written format. 
Application process: Stage 2
· Application forms will be sent to groups who were successful in stage 1 of the process on Monday 30 March.
· Application forms must be completed in full and returned to laura.augustine@actiontogether.org.uk no later than Monday 20 April, 12 noon.
· Application forms will then be scored by our community panel, followed by a live panel session to determine which groups have been successful.
· Decisions will be sent to applicants on Thursday 30 April.

Neighbourhood Allocation 
As agreed at the summit, each neighbourhood has been allocated a specific percentage of the total funding. Organisations will apply only for the funding 

available within their own neighbourhood.

*You will receive funding in May 2026.
Rochdale North: Covers Central Rochdale, Healey, Norden
Rochdale South: Balderstone & Kirkholt, Bamford, Castleton, Kingsway, Newbold and Milkstone & Deeplish
Monitoring from previous applications:
· Please note, We will only accept applications from organisations who have completed monitoring for any previous funds received from Action Together.  If you have any queries about monitoring, please email laura.augustine@actiontogether.org.uk 
Monitoring: 
Funded groups will be required to collaborate and co-design the monitoring/evaluation for this grant. 

Monitoring will be requested at the Interim stage (6 months) and end of project. We will ask you to fill out a monitoring form to tell us:
· The story of your project
· How many people benefitted
· Any other plans you have for your community following the project
· Photos, feedback sheets, promotional materials or anything else relevant to the project. 

*There is no stipulation on when money needs to be spent by, but our final monitoring will be requested in April 2027.
The use of AI within your application
We recognise that AI can be a valuable tool in various aspects of project development, such as brainstorming or editing responses. However, we strongly discourage its use for the drafting of 
answers within funding applications, as it can compromise the integrity of the application process.
It is often clear when an organisation uses AI to draft their application as we notice similar or identical language and content within numerous funding applications. Strong applications help us understand your organisation and your community, but when they are drafted by AI the generic language which is used makes it hard to understand what your organisation is planning to do and why. 
AI written responses often claim to have taken certain steps to develop their project idea, such as a needs assessment, focus groups or consultation with users. Unless the group includes statistics and quotes in their bid, it raises doubt about whether these steps have actually happened. This can affect the decision-making process and an outcome of an application as the authenticity of the application can be called into question.
Where there is doubt about if your application has been drafted by AI, we will ask for some additional information to support your application.


Living Wage
Action Together is an accredited Living Wage Funder. This means we encourage organisations that employ staff to become an accredited Living Wage Employer.

Please note that the Rochdale Communities Fund is ongoing therefore our approach will be under constant review. If there are any changes, these will be communicated appropriately. 
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