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Rochdale Recovery Micro Fund
Guidance Notes 

The Rochdale Recovery Micro Fund is a fund to invest in and strengthen Rochdale Borough’s Recovery VCFSE sector. It funds groups and projects which directly benefit local people and communities, delivered by VCFSE organisations with roots in the borough. 

The Rochdale Recovery Micro Fund can support groups to try out a new project or sustain one that already exists. Action Together provides members with development support, training and other infrastructure alongside grant funding. 

The Rochdale Recovery Micro Fund is part of the Rochdale Recovery Community and is only available to groups based in Rochdale.
This funding is designed to help small groups to make a positive impact in the recovery community.

The priorities for grant investment are:

· Creating a visible and positive recovery community
· To recognise the importance of early intervention for substance and alcohol use  
· To end stigma for people who use substances and alcohol
· To raise awareness of the issues associated with substances and alcohol in a non-stigmatising way
· To widen out the support available for people in recovery and create shared opportunities for learning and engagement within the wider community
What we can fund:
We can fund:
· Equipment, project resources and running costs
· Volunteer expenses 

Who is the funding for:

Rochdale Recovery Micro Fund is aimed at Rochdale based micro-organisations and community groups who are unconstituted. 

To be eligible to apply you must:
· be a social action group or micro group or individual locally rooted or actively working in the borough of Rochdale; and
· have not already received a grant through the Seed Fund
· be associated to a RRC partner who will support you in your application
· have at least three individuals who are actively involved in supporting the idea or project- one being from the Rochdale Recovery Communities (RRC) partnership.

If you are not associated with an RRC partner, please contact   Natasha.schofield@actiontogether.org.uk to be partnered.

These micro grants are paid into the bank account of the Rochdale Recovery Communities partner you are partnered with.

Your Rochdale Recovery Communities partner will support you in completing the application form and will be required to sign the application form.
Groups are eligible to receive one grant through the Rochdale Recovery Micro grant.
Grant amount: Grants of up to £1000 are available, payable to the Rochdale Recovery Community partner you are working with.

Deadline: This is a rolling pot and will close once funds have been exhausted.
Completing the application form
· Please ensure that ALL questions on the application form are completed. 
· When completing your budget, please clearly evidence how you have arrived at your costings and use exact figures. 
· Please ensure you include a project name in the allocated box
· Please ensure you include information in your application about how you will measure the impact and success of your project. 
· If you have any queries about the application form or application process, please contact Laura Augustine on 0161 339 2345.
Decision making process: 
Grant decisions will be made by Action Together and will be assessed on the basis that your group and project meet the below criteria:
· Under guidance from an RRC partner
· Is focussed on recovery from substance and alcohol use
· We will look at how lived experience is valued and included in the project.
Applications will be assessed on a monthly basis and decisions sent via email, unless we have to ask for further information or the group to redevelop aspects of the proposal. 
Monitoring:
At the end of your project, we will ask you to fill out a monitoring form to tell us:
· The story of your project
· How many people benefitted
· Any other plans you have for your community following the project
· Photos, feedback sheets, promotional materials or anything else relevant to the project. 
Our Recovery Facilitator will check in with you during the project and can help you plan how you want to share the impact and success of your project.

The use of AI within your application
We recognise that AI can be a valuable tool in various aspects of project development, such as brainstorming or editing responses. However, we strongly discourage its use for the drafting of answers within funding applications, as it can compromise the integrity of the application process.
It is often clear when an organisation uses AI to draft their application as we notice similar or identical language and content within numerous funding applications. Strong applications help us understand your organisation and your community, but when they are drafted by AI the generic language which is used makes it hard to understand what your organisation is planning to do and why. 
AI written responses often claim to have taken certain steps to develop their project idea, such as a needs assessment, focus groups or consultation with users. Unless the group includes statistics and quotes in their bid, it raises doubt about whether these steps have actually happened. This can affect the decision-making process and an outcome of an application as the authenticity of the application can be called into question.
Where there is doubt about if your application has been drafted by AI, we will ask for some additional information to support your application.

Please note that the Rochdale Communities Fund is ongoing therefore our approach will be under constant review. If there are any changes, these will be communicated appropriately. 
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