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Grassroots Grants

Application Guidance Document

Introduction and Guidance
Groundwork is working with the People’s Postcode Lottery for a third year to deliver Grassroots Grants.
The grant programme is enabled thanks to funding raised by players of People’s Postcode Lottery and is awarded through Postcode Local Trust, Postcode Places Trust, Postcode Neighbourhood Trust and Postcode Society Trust.
In 2026, the programme will provide unrestricted funding of up to £2,000 to 700 small, local organisations in England that are making a positive difference in their communities.
You may apply for core organisational costs that support the important work you do in your communities. The funding offered is unrestricted (see below for costs the funding cannot be used for) and therefore flexible. It can be used where it is most needed.
In 2026, and building on the success of previous funding rounds, the programme will run from January to September, providing more opportunities for organisations, with an annual income of no more than £25,000, to apply. This means we will accept applications at any time between January and September and look to give you a decision within 10 weeks of receiving your application form.
Grants of between £500 and £2,000 are available. If you are awarded a grant, you must spend your grant within 12 months of a grant offer.

Funding Priorities
· As we want to support grassroots organisations, we will prioritise organisations with an annual turnover of up to £25,000 or less. Applications with an annual turnover of over £25,000 will not be eligible.
· Funding for communities that rank as being within the top 15% on the English Indices of Deprivation.

· Organisations who work with and support marginalised/vulnerable communities. According to the government definition, marginalised groups include people who are excluded based on their race, age, gender, disability, or sexual orientation.
What will we fund?
We want to support groups that provide vital services in their local communities such as: access to food or basic essentials; improvements to local greenspaces; cultural, support or wellbeing activities; volunteering opportunities to improve the local environment or support other people. This funding can be used for anything within an organisation’s charitable/constituted objects apart from what is listed in the ‘What can’t we fund’ list.
We will consider costs for a range of purposes which could include:
· Paying staff or volunteer expenses
· Costs for equipment or materials
· Core, ongoing running costs of your organisation, such as, rent, utilities, and other general running costs.
· Training for staff and volunteers
· Consultant time to help develop your organisation or key policies
This is not an exhaustive list and other costs may also be welcomed.
What can’t we fund?
· Sport and physical activity-based projects - please visit Sported Foundation for information on another funding programme specifically for sport and physical activity-based projects
· Work that has already taken place or will have taken place before you receive a grant from us
· Political donations
· Conferences or Seminars
· Research projects
· Purchase of land
· Fundraising activities or challenges (e.g. costs for a sky dive etc.)
· Activities which collect funds for redistribution to other charities or individuals
· Projects which redistribute funds including vouchers
· Overseas appeals
· Expeditions or overseas travel
· Promotion of a religious or political cause
· Activities that the state has a legal obligation to provide
· Making payments against loans, fines or penalties
· Funding being allocated to the organisation’s reserves
· Alcohol
· Medical research, clinical treatment, medical staff in a clinical setting where the 
diagnosis, and/or prescribing of clinical advice or medication is taking place and 
medical equipment
· Animal welfare, however we will consider applications involving animals that 
focus on the human element e.g. therapy animals
Who can apply?
Grants can be awarded to constituted voluntary or community organisations, including registered charities/companies, as long as your annual turnover is not more than £25,000. We will only accept one application per organisation.
We will fund Community Interest Companies (CIC’s) (as long as you have been operation for two years) with an asset lock (Schedule 1 and 2 only).
CIC schedule 1: ltd by guarantee
CIC schedule 2: ltd by shares but is only permitted to pay dividends to specified asset locked bodies.
Please note we do not award funds to: CIC schedule 3: ltd by shares but do have the ability to pay dividends to shareholders who are not asset-locked bodies.
If the objects section in the governing document is blank/not clear, we will require the CIC36 ‘Community Interest Statement’ form to assess the application.
Applications are not eligible from:
· Individuals
· Community Interest Companies that are less than two years old
· Schedule 3 Community Interest Companies
· Profit-making organisations
· Unconstituted organisations
· Local Authorities
· Parish/Town Councils
· Schools, Academies, Nurseries and Preschools
· Parent Teacher Associations / Friends of Parent Teacher Associations
· Colleges/Universities
· Organisations with solely religious objects in their governing document
· If you have received a grant from the 2025 round, please note, your organisation cannot apply to the 2026 fund until you have completed your grant spend and sent us your End of Grant Report. Please contact the Groundwork UK team if you have any questions.
What documents will you need to submit with your application?
●  	A copy of your governing document (e.g. constitution, memorandum or articles of association).
●  	If your organisation is NOT a registered charity or a registered company (i.e. you don't have a charity or company number and are not registered with the Charity Commission or Companies House), we will require the Main contact to provide two forms of Identification - one for proof of name and the other for proof of address.
· A project consent form - if any aspect of your Grassroots Grants budget involves a physical change to an indoor or outdoor space.
Please note all documents will need to be in an electronic format (e.g. Word/ Excel file, jpeg, pdf etc). If your organisation cannot provide all of these documents you are not eligible to apply.
How do you apply?
If you are a community organisation you can apply directly through the programme web page here.
When can you apply?
As confirmed above, In 2026, and building on the success of previous funding rounds, the programme will run from January to September, providing more opportunities for organisations, with an annual income of no more than £25,000, to apply. This means we will accept applications at any time between January and September and look to give you a decision within 10 weeks of receiving your application form.
What support is available to you?
If you have any questions about the programme or the application process please contact Groundwork UK on 0121 237 3640 or by email at grassrootsgrants@groundwork.org.uk
How to use these guidance notes
The aim of these notes is to help you complete your application form online. We’ll explain how to start using our online system as well as providing you with a guide to the information you must give us.. We’ll also tell you why we’re asking for certain information and how we use the information you give us.
Alternative and Accessible Formats
Sometimes there are particular reasons why people find it difficult to apply for a grant or access our services. If you experience or anticipate any barriers with our application process, require help to make an application, or access our services and information, please contact Groundwork at grassrootsgrants@groundwork.org.uk or on 0121 237 3640 to discuss the type of support we can provide.
Applying Online
We manage all our grants using an online grant management system called Flexi Grant. 
If this is your first application you will need to create an account. Click on the New Account link to register your email address and password. 
These will be your login details, and you’ll need them every time you use our online application system. If you forget your password or any other part of your login details, please follow the link on the Flexi Grant homepage, which will allow you to reset this information.
When you’re working on your application online it’s useful to remember:
· You can fill in your application in one go, or work on it at different times
· You can fill in the sections of the form in whichever order you prefer, but you will only be able to submit your application when all of the sections are complete
· You will be logged out of your form if you don’t save or navigate to another page within 2 hours, however, the system will save your work up until the point you stopped working on the form.
· Questions that have been filled out are saved, however, if you stop typing in the middle of answering a question and get logged out for inactivity, that question would need to be started again.
· The online form may work differently if you are using a computer or an Apple Mac. At the same time, it works better on certain browsers than others. If you do have any such issues please email us on grassrootsgrants@groundwork.org.uk  and a member of the team will be happy to help you.
· Please note, we have received feedback that there have been accessibility issues when using tablets. Please try to complete any applications, and if you are successful, grant monitoring, on a device other than a tablet to avoid any issues.
· With any attachments, please ensure the filename contains letters and numbers only. Using special or unusual characters causes issues when accessing your application.

Getting Started Checklist
Make sure you have read this guidance document before starting your application form.
Have you got everything you need to complete your application form?
· Your organisations contact details and information
· Your organisations governing document e.g. Constitution, Memorandum and Articles of Association. Your governing document must include a dissolution clause or asset lock.
· If your organisation is a registered charity or a company, you have at least two unrelated trustees/directors listed on the Charity Commission / Companies House registers. We cannot accept applications from organisations with only one trustee/director listed.
· Main contact ID: If your organisation is NOT a registered charity or a registered company, we will require the Main contact to provide two forms of ID - one for proof of name and the other for proof of address.
· Details of what your organisation does and how you will use the funding
· Your postcode where the majority of your activities take place
· A copy of your most recent annual accounts.

















Application Form
This section will take you through each of the questions in the application form and provide advice and guidance on the information to include.

Section 1: Privacy Information
In this section of the application form we’re asking you to read some important information about our commitment and responsibilities around Data Protection. It is important that you understand how the information you submit will be used and stored by us. You need to know what to do if you believe any of your information is commercially sensitive or confidential.

Section 2: About your organisation and contacts
Q1: Organisation Details
We need to know the name of your group, your address, phone number and email address. This should be the name of the organisation that is applying for funding. The name you enter should match with the information on your governing document i.e. Constitution, Articles of Association etc.
Please also choose the region where your organisation is based in Q1a.
Q2: Primary and Alternative Contact details
We ask you to provide two contacts for your grant application. One of these contacts must be:

· Listed as a director/ trustee on Companies House and/or Charity Commission if you are registered
· A member of the management committee i.e. Chair, Treasurer, Secretary if you are not registered
Your Primary Contact should be a key person involved in your application. They should be able to talk about your application and provide further information if required. It is very important to us that you provide the correct email address and daytime phone number so that we can communicate updates and decisions on your application.
Please let us know if the main contact has any particular communication needs. We intend to use email as our main means of communication for environmental reasons. If this will cause problems for you please ensure you let us know your preferred alternative. Groundwork UK is an environmental charity and we aim to save paper wherever possible, so it is very important that your email addresses are correct and the email account is active and checked regularly.
If your application is successful, the grant offer will be emailed to the main contact. They will be responsible for sending us updates throughout the grant and an end of grant report at the end.
If your contacts change throughout the lifetime of the grant it is your responsibility to confirm any changes, we will not be able to discuss the application with anyone who is not a named contact on the application form.
Alternative Contact Details
To add your alternative contact details please click the ‘Add more contacts’ button. We ask for an alternative contact so that if we are unable to get in touch with the main contact there is a second person we can contact who represents the group. Please note that the main and alternative contact cannot be related or live at the same address and must provide different telephone numbers and different email addresses.
If you are NOT a registered organisation the Alternate contact MUST be a Bank Account Signatory for the bank account you will use if you are successful in receiving a grant. Bank account signatories must be unrelated and not living at the same address. Please let us know if your alternative contact has any particular communication needs.
Please double check your email addresses are correct, as this is our main means of communication with you. The system cannot notify us of incorrect email addresses. 
Q3: What type is your organisation?
Please tell us what type your group falls under. If your group is a registered charity or company, please give us your charity/company number. Please ensure that you review the whole list before selecting one so as to give us the most accurate information about your organisation type. Please note, CIC’s must have been running for a minimum of two years. Please read guidance on page 2 if you are a CIC.
Please note, the programme will not fund any sport and physical activity-based projects anymore - please visit Sported Foundation for information on another funding programme specifically for sport and physical activity-based projects.
Q4: Are you a registered organisation?
You are a registered organisation if you are:
· A charity registered with the Charity Commission
· A company registered with Companies House
If your organisation is one of the above, please provide your charity or company number.
If your organisation is NOT one of the above, we will require the Main contact to provide two forms of ID - one for proof of name and the other for proof of address.
FORMS OF IDENTIFICATION GUIDANCE
You cannot use one form of identification for both name and address. For example, if you provide your driving licence as proof of your name you must provide another form of identification for your address, such as a utility bill.
Proof of Name - please upload a document, such as your Current signed passport; a Current UK or EEA photocard driving licence; or Original birth certificate (UK birth certificate issued within 12 months of the date of birth in full form including those issued by UK authorities overseas such as Embassies High Commissions and HM Forces)
Proof of Address - please upload a document, such as a Utility bill (water, gas or electric - issued within the last three months, Local authority council tax bill for the current council tax year; Tenancy agreement from a housing association or a council; Current UK driving licence (but only if not used for the name evidence).
You can take a picture of your document with your mobile phone or you can scan your document and then upload to the attachment fields.
Q5: How long has your organisation been operating for?
Please tick the relevant box to tell us how long your organisation has been operating for. Please note, if you are a CIC and have been in existence for less than two years, you are not eligible to apply for this programme.
Q6: How is your organisation governed and how do local people and beneficiaries influence your delivery?
Please tell us about the makeup of your committee or board; who makes decisions about what services and activities you provide; if you are part of any local networks; how you consult your local community and beneficiaries.
Q7 & 7a: What is your annual income, from your latest set of accounts?
To be eligible for this programme, your total income must not be over £25,000. This includes restricted and unrestricted income.
The type of accounts we need will depend on the type of organisation you are. Accounts must contain your annual income and must meet the requirements of Companies House/ Charity Commission as follows: 
Charities/ Community groups
· From an organisation with an income less than £25,000 we would expect to receive a basic document highlighting income and expenditure and any balance sheet items.
Companies
· Your most recent accounts as submitted to Companies House.
Q8: Governing Document
This section allows you to upload the governing document for your organisation (this could be a Constitution, Code of Conduct, Standing Order, Memorandum and Articles of Association etc.) Please ensure that this includes a dissolution, winding up clause or equivalent, or an asset lock.
If you need any help with writing a governing document, information and guidance can be found on our resources page.
Q9: Web address
Please tell us the web address for your organisation if you have one. If your organisation has a Facebook page, Instagram or Twitter, please also provide the links 
Q10: Safeguarding
If your organisation is working with children or vulnerable adults, it is a requirement of the programme, that your organisation has an up to date Safeguarding Policy in place. Please tick the box to confirm this. 
Please view our Safeguarding Requirements for Grantees Document for more information about Groundwork’s Safeguarding requirements for grant holders.
Q11-12: Paid Employees & Real Living Wage Employer
Postcode Local Trust and Groundwork are a real Living Wage funder and fair pay is an important aspect of our EDI commitments. We encourage all organisations to pay the real Living Wage or above. We are asking these questions for information purposes only.
Q13: Please tell us in detail what your organisation does and who it supports?
Please tell us in detail what your organisation delivers in your local community. We want to gain a full picture of what activities and services you provide; if there are any specific groups of people you support, what difference you are trying to make; how you know you are making a difference; and what if any challenges you are experiencing. 
Some hints and tips for writing your answer include:
· Write in clear, simple language, avoiding jargon, acronyms and abbreviations
· Remember there is a word limit, so focus on telling us key information
· Remember that people who are assessing your application or making decisions do not necessarily know your local area
Q14: Grassroots Grants aims to support organisations whose aims and objectives align with one of the People’s Postcode Lottery Trust’s funding themes.
Please select one of the six themes which best fits with your organisation’s purpose and the work it carries out.
Q15: Does your organisation have previous experience of receiving grants?
Your answer will not affect the Grants’ Panel decision - this is for information purposes only.
Q16 & 16a: Have you previously applied to the Grassroots Grants programme?
Please tell us whether you applied to this fund in the two previous rounds in 2024 and 2025. If you did apply, please tell us whether you were successful in receiving the funding? Your answer will not affect the Grants’ Panel decision - this is for information purposes only.
However, please note, if you have received funding through the recent funding round in 2025, you will not be eligible to apply until you have completed your grant spend and sent us your end of grant report. For the 2026 programme, we will accept applications between January and September.
Q17: We’re exploring how best to support small, grassroots organisations, and understand what would be most useful to you. Can you please choose up to three topics below you think would help your organisation grow and thrive.
Your responses will help us gather information on the support grassroots organisations currently require and how we may be able to offer support through our work or future funding opportunities.




Section 3 – About your Delivery, Costs and Beneficiaries 
Q18. How much funding are you requesting from Grassroots Grants?
· You can apply for between £500 - £2,000.
A Note about VAT
If your group is registered for VAT, your expenditure figures shouldn’t include VAT that you can claim back (often called recoverable VAT). If you are not registered for VAT your costs should include VAT. Any VAT that you expect to incur, but can’t claim back (irrecoverable VAT) should be included in your expenditure breakdown). If you later find that VAT claimed under the grant becomes recoverable, you must repay this amount to us. Further information about VAT is available on the HMRC website.
Please check this carefully as we are unable to increase any grants once awarded.
Q19: Please complete the budget table and detail how your plan to spend the grant. 
Please select edit to list your specific budget items and add in the amount requested for that item. Please provide a detailed budget breakdown where possible.
Q19a/b: Do you have match funding for your proposal?
Please tell us whether you have any other cash funding to contribute to the amount you are requesting from Grassroots Grants. Please tell us how much in total, where it is from, whether this has been secured and when it needs to be spent by. Grassroots Grants can fund up to 100% of your application costs, so you do not need to have any match funding. However, if you have secured additional funding, there is no limit to what this amount can be and any funding awarded by Grassroots Grants can form part of your wider project costs.
Q20: Please tell us why this funding is needed and what positive impact it will have on your organisation, activities and/or beneficiaries?
Here you should demonstrate the need for the funding and explain what difference it will make to your organisation’s work and the work you do with the local community. This will be your opportunity to let us know how you will spend your grant and give us information when assessing your application and when the panel group reviews your applications request for funding.
Q21 & 21a: How many people does your organisation support each year?
This may be the direct beneficiaries or people benefiting from activities you deliver. Direct beneficiaries are people who use your services or attend your activities. 
Q22: How did you hear about this programme?
Please tell us from the list provided how you found out about this programme. If you heard about the grant programme in another way, please also let us know how by choosing ‘Other’.
Q23: Project Consent Form - please complete and upload the project consent form if any aspect of your Grassroots Grants budget involves a physical change to an indoor or outdoor space.

Section 4: Declarations
We’re then asking you to confirm a number of statements. By ticking the box, you are agreeing to the statements and confirming the information you have provided is correct and you are signing the application form electronically on behalf of your organisation.

Good luck with your application!
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