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GM Early Years Nurture Network - Participation Fund
 Grant Guidance Notes
Background 
Within Greater Manchester there is a commitment to support every child to have the best possible start in life, so they can succeed and thrive. 
The VCFSE sector plays a vital part in supporting families with children in the Early Years. GMCA are working to develop a deeper understanding of the scope, reach and activity of the early years family support offer across the VCFSE sector in Greater Manchester.
The ambition is to build capacity within the VCFSE sector to develop and strengthen the family and peer support offer, with a particular focus on addressing health inequalities and the inequities that impact babies and toddlers and their opportunity to Start Well in GM. 
Aims of the Fund 
The Nurture Network Participation Fund is to enable leaders from VCFSE organisations who support families in the early years to actively participate in the GM VCFSE Early Years Network. 

The GM VCFSE Early Years Network aims to promote, connect and develop the early years family support offer across Greater Manchester and supports the overarching aims:
· Building VCFSE capacity to develop the family and peer support offer aimed at families and young children (0-5) in GM – with a particular focus on addressing inequalities and inequities that impact health, wellbeing and development
· Strengthening collaboration between the VCFSE organisations who support GM children to have the best start in life.

Priorities 
Convening a GM VCFSE Early Years Network will place a focus on the importance of the VCFSE contribution to the first 1001 days, Start Well, Family Hubs, School Readiness, Perinatal and Parent Infant Mental Health agendas. It will also connect and strengthen links with relevant strategic locality boards and wider GM activity e.g. Live Well

Members of the network will work to promote inclusion and tackle inequalities which impact on the development and wellbeing of babies and toddlers. Members will receive a contribution to their organisation in exchange for their time, expertise and contribution. 

Recipients will:
· Have capacity to contribute to bi-monthly network development sessions
· Share programme resources directly with families
· Develop connections with smaller VCFSE organisations to build knowledge of the sector contribution and identify opportunities to build capacity and development of the VCSFE offer across GM.  E.g. by linking with local nurture microgrant recipients to share learning, knowledge and expertise. 
· Participatory approaches will be used to enable the group to define priorities, develop terms of reference and report impact
All successful grant holders must be able to share and promote GMCA resources with families.
Grant Holders will be invited to attend online webinars to build their knowledge and expertise around Early Years to strengthen their offer in communities, including 10 tip tips for talking, thriving and physical development. 
These will be held once every 6-8 weeks led by GMCA pathway leads. There will also be access to wider resources and support to develop plans for sustainability through peer network and mentoring opportunities.

Grant Amounts: Participation grants of up to £1000 are available

Key Dates 
· All grants must be awarded before 30 September 2025
· We will stop accepting applications on 1 August 2025
· All funding must be spent and projects delivered by 30 June 2026 

What we can fund:
· Participation costs in the GM VCFSE Early Years Network

Who is the funding for:
· VCFSE leaders across Greater Manchester who support families in the early years and represent ‘sector voice’, with the ability to participate in local, regional or national strategic boards, networks or steering groups i.e. 0-19, Family Hubs, Start Well. 
· You are a Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) group locally rooted or actively working in Greater Manchester; 
· You are formally constituted

Decision making process: 
Decisions will be made by a panel with representation from The Greater Manchester Combined Authority, Home-Start HOST, Action Together.
Decisions will be made once the fund has closed for applications. You may be asked for further information or to redevelop aspects of your proposal. 
All applications must be sent to funding@actiontogether.org.uk and you will receive the decision via email.
Please note:
· Action Together is an accredited Living Wage Funder. This means we encourage organisations that employ staff to become an accredited Living Wage Employer.
 
Monitoring:
The lead organisation will complete an end of project monitoring report for the project. The reports will include:  
· The story and impact of your project
· How many people benefitted
· Any other plans you have for your community following the project
· Photos, feedback sheets, promotional materials or anything else relevant to the project. 

Completing the application form
· Please ensure that ALL boxes on the application form are completed. 
· When completing your budget, please clearly evidence how you have arrived at your costings and use exact figures. 
· Please ensure you include information in your application about how you will measure the impact and success of your project. 
· If you have any queries about the application form or application process, please contact Saman Nisar on 0161 339 2345.
· Please note, we can only accept one application per partnership.

Along with your completed application form you will need to submit the following documents:
· Governing document (e.g. Constitution, Memorandum of Articles of Association)
· Community bank account in organisation’s name with at least two unrelated signatories
· Public Liability Insurance (if applicable)
· Safeguarding Policy
· Project Risk Assessment/s

Your local infrastructure organisation will be able to guide and support with your application. 
	Manchester
	Welcome to Manchester Community Central | Manchester Community Central

	Bury
	Bury VCFA – Enhancing the Quality of Life of local residents

	Bolton
	Bolton CVS

	Salford
	Home | Salford CVS

	Stockport
	Sector 3 Stockport

	Trafford
	Thrive Trafford - Volunteering, Third Sector Funding & Social Enterprise

	Wigan
	Home - Wigan Borough Community First

	Rochdale
	For stronger communities in Oldham, Rochdale and Tameside | Action Together

	Tameside
	

	Oldham
	




The use of AI within your application
We recognise that AI can be a valuable tool in various aspects of project development, such as brainstorming or editing responses. However, we strongly discourage its use for the drafting of answers within funding applications, as it can compromise the integrity of the application process.
It is often clear when an organisation uses AI to draft their application as we notice similar or identical language and content within numerous funding applications. Strong applications help us understand your organisation and your community, but when they are drafted by AI the generic language which is used makes it hard to understand what your organisation is planning to do and why. 
AI written responses often claim to have taken certain steps to develop their project idea, such as a needs assessment, focus groups or consultation with users. Unless the group includes statistics and quotes in their bid, it raises doubt about whether these steps have actually happened. This can affect the decision-making process and an outcome of an application as the authenticity of the application can be called into question.
Where there is doubt about if your application has been drafted by AI, we will ask for some additional information to support your application.
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