Rochdale Borough Holiday Activities & Food Programme 2021
1. INTRODUCTION
Overview
This funding has been made available by Rochdale Council to enable local groups to provide holiday activities including food to children eligible for free school meals in Rochdale.  This is part of the Government programme which has provided healthy food and enriching activities to disadvantaged children since 2018 and is now being expanded across the whole of England. The Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme is funded by the Department for Education. Rochdale Borough Council and Rochdale Boroughwide Cultural Trust are coordinating the programme and managing the grant making process.
School holidays can be pressure points for some families because of increased costs (such as food and childcare) and reduced incomes. For some children that can lead to a holiday experience gap – with children from disadvantaged families less likely to access organised out-of-school activities; more likely to experience ‘unhealthy holidays’ in terms of nutrition and physical health; and more likely to experience social isolation. We know that returning to school in poor physical and mental condition can have a detrimental impact on children’s mental and physical wellbeing, as well as their educational attainment.
The impact of covid-19 has meant more families are applying for free school meals and of course it has increased social isolation. There are 10,175 children receiving free school meals (Dec 2020) in Rochdale with a likely increase by summer 2021.
The aim of this fund is to make the positive benefits of holiday clubs available to all those on benefits related free school meals for at least four hours a day, four days a week for six school holiday weeks of the year. For now, we are only inviting applications to cover a minimum of four days and a maximum of 4 weeks (16 days) of provision during the 2021 Summer school holiday.  
About the grants
We are seeking to fund a diverse range of projects and enrichment activities which are attractive and engaging for all ages and abilities of school children and include nutritious food. Activities can be open to all children with priority given to those receiving benefits-related free school meals. Those not on free school meals can pay to attend if there are sufficient spaces. Spaces for children on free school meals will be made available at no cost to the family.
Who can apply
This fund is open to the voluntary sector, schools and private providers who can meet the charitable objectives of the programme. 
When to apply
Applications for funding to support a minimum of 4 days and a maximum of 16 days of activities and food provision during the school summer holidays are invited now. A mix of virtual and face to face can be funded. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deadline for applications – Friday 11th June 2021

2. GRANT CRITERIA
Outcomes
The holiday projects we wish to fund will help achieve the following outcomes for children –
1. to be more active during the school holidays;
2. to eat more healthily over the school holidays;
3. to take part in engaging and enriching activities which support the development of resilience, character, and wellbeing along with their wider educational attainment;
4. to be safe and not to be socially isolated;
5. to have greater knowledge of health and nutrition; and
6. to be more engaged with school and other local services.
What we will fund
Grants can be used to extend a current scheme, project or a new initiative.  Projects can be holiday clubs which provide a good range of activities including sport and physical activity, dance, drama, outdoor games, arts and crafts, digital and creative projects and wellbeing activities.  We will be expecting a minimum of 60 minutes of physical activity (in whatever form e.g., dancing, active games etc.) within provision across the 4 hours.  We would also consider funding specialist activities in one of these fields and specialist SEND provision as long as food is also provided, and the activities are accessible and known to be appealing.  
Virtual activities, including virtual cooking can be funded as long as food is also provided for a nutritious meal.
Food
We want to encourage healthy food, including food which mirrors the school food standards for those children funded through HAF. This food should be provided free at point of access. Food options can include cooking on site, hot food delivery, packed lunches, cook, share and eat, or a combination of these. Hot food is the preferred option. All food provided as part of the programme must comply to regulations on food preparation and take into account allergies and dietary requirements and preferences as well as any religious or cultural requirements for food.
Summer and Covid-19 uncertainty
We are keen to fund face to face and virtual activities during the summer holidays. However, if you are awarded a grant and government restrictions mean that your activity cannot take place, as part of the application we will be asking if you could potentially move your delivery online. You would need to ensure that participants had access to local food pick up points or had a food bag for simple cooking at home. In addition, you will also be given the opportunity to defer the delivery of your programme to the Christmas holidays.
Size of Grant
The size of the grant you can apply for depends on how many targeted children you are able to provide for together with the type of provision that is on offer. Provision can be in one place or many depending on your capacity and demand.  Applications will be accessed on value for money.  This is to enable the funding to help as many of our children and families in the borough as possible during the duration of the HAF programme. Below are some guidelines of maximum expected costs.
Per person per day for 4 hours minimum provision, provider’s costs will be expected to be in the region of:
· £13 with a cold meal £15 with a hot meal
Eligible costs
• Staff costs for planning and delivery
• Volunteer expenses
• Venue costs
• Food and preparation costs
• Modest capital items required to deliver the project e.g., small items of catering or sports equipment but not larger items such as computers.
Exclusions that cannot be funded
• Trips or activities based outside Rochdale 
• Places for school children who are not residents of Rochdale 
• Activity that is purely about research
• Activities which promote political or religious beliefs
• Retrospective funding
Successful applicants will be required to sign a Service Level Agreement they adhere to minimum requirements of the programme:
• Safeguarding policy and processes and evidence of recent training (you can be supported with this)
• A level 2 Food Hygiene certificate where appropriate
• Evidence of relevant first aid training
• COVID safety procedures
• Confirmation of public liability insurance
• All Staff employed in the funded projects must have the right to work in the UK.
• All Staff will require Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) checks conducted by the applying organisation.
Applicants must be able to show that they are addressing the need in their community and working towards the outcomes of the programme. They must be in a position to deliver the programme during the summer holidays i.e., between 22nd July 2021 – 31st August 2021.


3. HOW TO APPLY
Online application
Complete and submit the online application form by clicking the link below:
HAF FUNDING APPLICATION: SUMMER 2021
If you are struggling to complete the form please contact fitandfed@link4life.org 
