
	COMMUNITY GROUP SUPPORT GRANT TERMS AND CONDITIONS 2023/24


Due to the rise in the overall cost of living, supplies and services and utility costs, Rochdale Borough Council is pleased to provide the opportunity for Community Groups to bid for one-off financial support to groups that are not currently in receipt of grant funding from the local authority. 
	1. Purpose of the fund


The Council values the work carried out by community groups who work hard, often relying solely on volunteers, to support the ever increasing and complex demands in some of our communities. In recognising this valuable work, the Council understands that rising costs are creating challenging times for some groups.
The Council has identified a total fund of £40,000 for community groups to apply for grants. The grant is a one-off payment in the current financial year 2023-24 and is subject to the following criteria.
	2. Projects must


· Benefit local communities; and
· Evidence how the grant would add value to what is already available; or
· Show how a grant would enable further additional support to local groups 
	3. Who may apply?


Community Groups and Voluntary Sector Organisations who are constituted, have a bank account and are not already in receipt of other Council funding.
	4. Activities that may not be funded


a) Work that would normally be funded through mainstream budgets, that duplicates or replaces existing services or that the Council or other body has a statutory obligation to provide.

b) Parties.

c) Promoting religious or political causes.

d) Projects to benefit individuals.
e) Improvements to private land.
f) Repairing un-adopted roads/land.
g) Campaigning or carrying out activities to influence a Council decision in the exercise of its statutory functions.

h) Contributing to charitable collections or running fund-raising events.

	5. Responsibilities of community groups applying for or in receipt of a grant


a) To submit their application on the correct form.
b) To source items to be purchased with the grant from local suppliers and services whenever possible to support the local economy.
c) To use the grant only for the purposes for which it was approved.  
d) To ensure adequate insurance (eg public liability) is in place if required.
e) To agree that funding received does not imply any commitment by the Council to continue funding after the agreed finishing date.
	6. Limitations


a) The Council does not accept any liability for damage, loss or future maintenance of any projects funded.
b) The Council reserves the right to withhold or reclaim the grant monies if the terms and conditions are not adhered to.
c) The Council reserves the right to add specific conditions relating to payment of the grant, the purpose of the grant and/or the activities to be funded.
	7. Application and Decision Making Process


a) The Community Groups’ Representative submits a Community Group Support Grant application form to the Project Co-ordinator by 15th September 2023.
b) The Project Co-ordinator will check the application form to see if the application meets the terms and conditions of the fund.
c) The Project Co-ordinator will collate all valid applications received.
d) The Project Co-ordinator will arrange a meeting of the Governance Board to consider and determine the applications.
e) The Governance Board will consist of;

i. Portfolio Holder for Communities and Co-operation

ii. Assistant to the Portfolio Holder for Communities and Co-operation

iii. Chair of Corporate Overview and Scrutiny Committee

iv. Assistant Director Information, Customers and Communities  and

v. Townships and Communities Manager

f) The Project Co-ordinator will notify all applicants of decisions once they have been considered by the Governance Board. 
g) The Governance Board decision is final and there is no appeal process.
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